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SOME REMARKS, &c. 


AS, during my late journey on the Conti- 
nent, ſeveral pamphlets have been diſperſed in 
this Country, under the character of Sermons, 
with my name in the title page; it bas been an 
occaſion of much exerciſe of mind to me, leſt the 
cauſe of Truth ſhould ſuffer thereby; ſeeing that 
doctrine contrary to my faith, and language which 
I neyer uttered, are found therein. 

I feel too much charity, to ſuppoſe the encou- 
ragers of them, either within or without the pale 
of our Society, deſigned to wound me, or the dig- 
nified cauſe which I humbly hope I am (however 
unworthy) called to eſpouſe, I would rather hope 
they have had a view to the promotion of Truth. 
But, even if it were poſſible for the moſt ſound 
and living teſtimony to be printed with perfect cor- 
rectneſs, I am decidedly of opinion, that the benefit 
ariſing therefrom, would be more imaginary than 
real. For the excellence of goſpel miniſtry, and 
that which makes it effectual to the promotion of 


Chriſt's kingdom on earth, doth not conſiſt now 
any 


1 
any more than formerly, in mere words; though 
the fineſt compoſitions that the wiſdom of man 
can deviſe. © Our goſpel (faid Paul) came not 
& unto you in Word only, but alſo in Power, and 
& in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance;“ 
and again, I was with you in weakneſs and in 
& fear, and in much trembling : and my ſpeech, 
* and my preaching was not in the enticing words 
of man's wiſdom ; but in demonſtration of the 
& ſpirit and of power; that your faith ſhould not 
6 ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the power 
“ of God.” | 
I can fay for myſelf, that I left my native country 
under impreſſions of religious duty; and not until, 
through much exerciſe and ſuffering, I had attained 
to the neceſſary reſignation: and, being in this 
City, I have found my' mind engaged to appoint 
ſome meetings, with ſerious perſons of different 
profeſſions: of religion; in which, as I felt myſelf 
inwardly enabled and aſſiſted, I have endeavoured 
to bear teſtimony to the univerſal love of God 
to mankind, through his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; and to aſſert the influence of his grace, 
light, or Spirit, on the hearts of all men; be— 
lieving that, as we are all brethren by creation, 
in proportion as this divine gift becomes the guide 
of our thoughts and actions, we ſhall avoid thoſe 
unproſitable diſtinctions, which ſeparate us from 
each other. For true religion is the appointed 
and only means of the unity and happineſs of all; 
and 
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and its ; effef can hardly be better defined, than 
by the proclamation of the angelic hoſt at the 
nativity of our Saviour, © Glory to God in the 
“ higheſt, and on earth peace, good-will towards 
& men.” — Luke ii. 14. 

It is not my practice, nor that of my fellow-la- 


bourers in our religious ſociety, to bring to our 


Meetings any thing prepared for communication; 
but we believe it right, to reſign our minds to the 
will and direction of Him, in whom are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; and who ſtill, 
from time to time, graciouſly influences the hearts 
and ,tongues of his ſervants, to publiſh falvation 
in the immediate revelation of his power. He, the 
true Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, beſt knows 
what food we ſtand in need of; and, if he ſees 
meet to make uſe of inſtrumental means, whom to 
qualify and employ in diſpenſing it ; always adapt- 
ing the ſupply to the preſent occaſion.—This is 
widely different from thoſe unrequired efforts, 
which are like the tool forbidden to be uſed upon 
the typical altar, that was commanded to be built 
of unhewn ſtones. —Exodus xx. 25. 

It has greatly added to the exerciſe which ſome 
have felt, under the weight of the awful ſervice ' 
in which they have been engaged, to find, that 
many of their declarations have been attempted to 
be written down in Short-hand, and ſome of them 
printed ;—a practice, which I believe not only 

they, 


66) 
they, but the ſolid part of our religious ſociety, 
diſapprove. 
But even if a practice ſo inconſiſtent with the 
nature of ſpiritual worſhip, could be allowable; 
the ſpecimens which have appeared, are ſufficient 
to convince us that it is hardly poſſible for perſons 
ſo employed (however ſkilful in the buſineſs) to be 
accurate in large aſſemblies. The crowds that preſs 
them, and the inartificial periods of an extempore 
preacher, may with other cauſes combine to fruſ- 
trate their beſt endeavours. Certain it is that, in 
the inſtances now alluded to, the Preacher is re- 
preſented in ſome places as having uttered what he 
never did; whilſt in others, the ſenſe is obſcured, 
and ſometimes reverſed, by the omiſſion of words 
which he really uſed. 

Now Friends,, as this practice of writing down 
Teſtimonies is become too common, not only in 
London but in other places ; and as there are di- 
vers of them in poſſeſſion of a perſon here, which 
are {aid to be delivered by me, and a number of 
my fellow-labourers ; I have felt moſt eaſy, before 
I go from London, to leave theſe obſervations 
with a few .of my friends, to be made uſe of as 


they ſhall ſee proper; in order that none into 


whoſe hands they come, may remain in doubt of 
my ſentiments. At the ſame time, I carneſtly de- 
fire, that no member of our religious ſociety will 
give the leaſt encouragement to any ſuch manu- 

ſcripts 


8 


ſcripts appearing in print, or to the further ſpread- 
ing of thoſe already printed; or to any more Teſti- 
monies being taken down : hoping that, on ſe- 
rious confideration, we ſhall all ſee the practice to 
be inconſiſtent with the nature of the worſhip, 
miniſtry, and principles of a people profeſſing as 
we do; as well as that, in the hands of weak or 
deſigning men, it may be a means of giving to 
ſtrangers falſe ideas of the Society, in places where 
no better information reſpecting us may have ap- 
peared ; and fo increaſe the difficulties of thoſe 
who, in obedience to the Lord's requirings, may 
be concerned and engaged in the ſpreading of uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs and peace on the earth. 


London, 15th of Sixth Month, 1797. 
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